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Dear Members: 
St. Petersburg City Theatre’s Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, July 26, 2015 at 5pm.  Attached you 
will find a ballot for the proposed slate of Officers and Directors, in addition to a bio for nominees who haven’t 
served previously.  
 

The schedule for July 26 is as follows: 
5pm – Annual Meeting  
6:30pm – Reception for Active Members 
7pm – Michael Awards 

  
Also, please be advised that the Board of Directors has exercised its authority under the following bylaw to 
reduce the total number of board members to 11 from its current required number of 13. 
 

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS 
  

Section 1.  Amendments to the Bylaws may be made with thirty (30) days’ prior written notice to the 
entire Active Membership, by either a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire Board of Directors; or by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the Active Members present at a regular meeting.  

   
                                                                                                Approved Bylaw Changes: 
  ARTICLE IV – QUORUMS  

   Section 2.  A quorum of a meeting of the Board of Directors, notice of which has been given by the Secretary, shall 

consist of five (5) members. 

  Section 3.  A quorum at a meeting of the Board of Directors, held without notice from the Secretary, shall consist of 

seven (7) members. 

ARTICLE V – ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, AND THEIR DUTIES  

Section 1.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and seven (7) 

Directors. 

Section 2.  Nominations for officers and directors of the Corporation shall be made by the Nominating Committee.  Only 

one candidate for each vacancy will be nominated by the Nominating Committee.  However, additional nominations also 

may be made from the floor, with the consent of the nominee.  Nominees for officers shall be members of the St. 

Petersburg City Theatre.  The elections shall be held at the Annual Meeting.  There shall be seven (7) Directors, elected 

for two-year terms to provide for staggered terms. 

Section 3.  The immediate Past-President of the Theatre shall automatically become a member of the Board of Directors 

to serve for a period of two years.  The number of Directors elected each year will be determined by the number of (1) 

vacancies; and (2) the number of Past Presidents serving on the Board, so that the Board membership is maintained at 

the authorized level of eleven (11) members, consisting of four (4) Officers and seven (7) Directors. 
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BALLOT 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to recommend the following candidates for election to the 2015-2016 Board of Directors.  
Please circle your choice: if a candidate is proposed from the floor write the candidate in and then circle the choice you are 
making.   

Executive Committee – To be Elected for a One-Year Term 

Nominating Committee Recommendation   Nominee from the Floor 

President  BRUCE COOK        _________________________________  

Vice President  SYDNI SHOLLENBERGER  _________________________________ 

Secretary  STACIE LEHMANN   _________________________________ 

Treasurer  HOLLY WALKER    _________________________________ 

  

Board of Directors –  FIVE to be elected to a Two-Year Term                    

Nominating Committee Recommendation   Nominee from the Floor 

Stephanie Adamo               _______________________________ 

Jessica Burchfield      _______________________________ 

Rodney Hamilton                                    ________________________________  

Jared O’Roark       _______________________________    

Erica Sutherlin        _______________________________ 

 

Directors having one year remaining to serve:  

Mary Brophy, Sharon Cook, Stacie Lehmann*, Sydni Shollenberger*, Holly Walker* 

*Nominees for Executive Committee  

First meeting of the new board will be – Monday, August 3, 2015 

Rolling off the Board (thank you for your service!):  Judy Landis, Elliott Swift, Cecil Cheek, Ann Parish, Spencer Lucas 
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STEPHANIE ADAMO 

Stephanie Adamo is a graphic designer, public relations and marketing 

professional and social media expert, with nearly a decade experience in the 

entertainment industry. Originally from Plainsboro, New Jersey, Stephanie 

received her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Sound Design from Savannah College of 

Art and Design (SCAD).  

Ms. Adamo is currently Assistant Public Relations Manager at Feld 

Entertainment, where she handles accounts for Disney on Ice, Disney Live! 

and Marvel Universe Live!, developing and executing PR campaigns for global 

touring productions with a focus on Europe, Middle East, and Africa. She 

manages creative direction for global PR photographic needs; directs photo 

shoots, and assists with media training of touring production cast and crew; 

coordinates opening night cast parties and events. She also works alongside Disney Theatrical Group to maintain brand 

standards in all mediums. 

Prior experience includes Marketing & PR Coordinator for the historic Capitol Theatre in downtown Clearwater, during 

her time at Ruth Eckerd Hall. While at Ruth Eckerd Hall and the Capitol Theatre, Ms. Adamo developed and executed 

comprehensive marketing and PR campaigns for more than 100 shows per year; managed marketing and community 

outreach campaigns for 10 outdoor music festivals per year; promoted coordinated artist media appearances and 

interviews for artists such as Lindsey Buckingham, Henry Rollins, Glen Campbell, Marc Broussard, and many more; 

doubled revenue generated via social media in 3 months and grew Facebook “likes” by 105% and Twitter “followers” 

by 94% over the course of 12 months. She was part of the marketing team for Ruth Eckerd Hall’s highest grossing 

season of all time – the 2011-2012 season – also part of the team that won the 2011 Creative Loafing Award for Best 

Film Series at the Capitol Theatre.  

Ms. Adamo was the Talent Buyer for two years at Crash Mansion in New York City, where she booked all talent for 

approximately 150 events per year, including weekly programming and CMJ Music Marathon Showcases. While in 

college at SCAD, Ms. Adamo gained experience as the Promotions Director for SCAD Radio, supervising a staff of 60 

while developing marketing and community outreach campaigns and booking concerts and offsite events. Also during 

college, Ms. Adamo spent a summer at The Bowery Presents in NYC, assisting with daily venue operation, ticket sales, 

and artist hospitality. 

Ms. Adamo lives in downtown St. Petersburg with her rescue mutt, Piper, and loves her adopted city.  
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JESSICA BURCHFIELD 

Jessica Burchfield is an arts educator, musician, photographer, and actress. 

Jessica first appeared on City Theatre’s stage in Steel Magnolias several 

years ago. She has been involved with City Theatre for the last several 

seasons, volunteering her talent onstage and off, serving as Music Director 

for several musicals at City Theatre, most recently for our smash hit 

Footloose during this past season. Jessica has also worked with our youth 

classes, and this past year she directed our first ever season of City Theatre 

Ratz, our Teen Musical Theatre group, in both Grease  and You’re A Good 

Man, Charlie Brown.   

Jessica won the 2014 STAR Award for music directing for City Theatre’s 

production of Hello, Dolly! 

In addition, Jessica has become increasingly more involved in publicity 

efforts for the theatre. She and her husband run a photography studio that specializes in event photography (Captured 

Moments Photography), and she has donated countless hours to take production photos for City Theatre this past 

season.  Jessica’s true passion lies with the teen group and she is a great mentor to them. 

 

 

RODNEY HAMILTON  

Rodney Hamilton is a native of St. Louis, Missouri and began his dance training at 

the age of 10 with Carr Lane Visual and Performing Arts, and at COCA, the Center of 

Creative Arts, in St. Louis. Mr. Hamilton was the first ever scholarship student in 

their honors program. In 1996 at the age of 14, he joined the adult dance chorus at 

The Muny of St. Louis.  

Mr. Hamilton graduated from the Julliard School and joined Ballet Hispanico of 

New York where he was a principal dancer for 10 years. He also performed in many 

national musical tours and Broadway tours (too many shows to list here!).  

Rodney’s phenomenal talent is something that he shares freely with the theatre, 

working with City Theatre as both choreographer & director for past musicals, 

including the successful Footloose the Musical in 2015. Rodney is a member of the 

Education Committee for City Theatre, and he provides great leadership to the 

young performers and students at the theatre. 
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JARED O’ROARK  

Jared O'Roark is a producer, director, writer, actor, and dedicated educator of 

the theatrical arts in the Tampa Bay area.  He moved here from Little Rock, 

Arkansas after graduating with a BA degree in Journalism and Public Relations 

as well as an AA degree in American Sign Language.  After college he moved his 

focus back to his true love of the theatre.   

In 2002, he began touring as an actor with Eckerd Theatre Company at Ruth 

Eckerd Hall in 2002, performing for young audiences throughout the United 

States and Canada. 

After coming off the road he was snatched up to institute and develop the 

PASSport to the Arts program and began a partnership with Ruth Eckerd Hall 

and several Pinellas County School System elementary schools.  Through this program (and for 7 years) he worked with a 

wide grade range working with instructors to teach a curriculum subject but focus it in an artistic way (his focus was 

primarily writing). 

To date, Jared is most proud of the project he created called Project: Shattered Silence.  Through this project he has 

taken teenagers and using the journalism degree interviewed them and collaborated with them to turn their personal 

stories into theatrical pieces.  There have been seven original productions created through this project to date.  The 

project caught the eye of the local PBS station who did an 8-minute segment that won an Emmy Award.  PBS also made 

an hour documentary that was nominated for the Emmy Award, was accepted into 10 film festivals, and has won over 8 

movie awards.  This documentary can be seen at www.projectshatteredsilence.com.  ***Project: Shattered Silence will 

take up residence at St. Petersburg City Theatre beginning in the Fall of 2015.  

Acting highlights include The Laramie Project, Twelfth Night, A New War, Oliver!, Kiss Me, Kate! among others.  In 

addition, Jared has written several shows that have been produced and performed to full houses such as Bittersweet 

Words, Reverberating Voices, Descending Sideways, among others. 

Jared won the IVOH (Images & Voices of Hope) 2014 National Award of Creativity, and has been featured in several local 

newspapers and television stations.  He is also prepping for his next adventure as the Executive Artistic Director of The 

Space at 2106 Main, which is an up-and-coming theatrical venture to bring immersive art to the Tampa area.  

 

 

http://www.projectshatteredsilence.com/
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ERICA SUTHERLIN 

Erica C. Sutherlin is a theatrical director (stage), filmmaker, actress, 

screenwriter and arts educator who has performed and taught nationally 

and internationally. She received her B.A. in Theater Performance from 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and has performed in the Arts & 

Entertainment field for over fifteen years. 

Ms. Sutherlin has directed a variety of productions, namely, Ain’t 

Misbehavin, Clybourne Park, Polaroid Stories, To Kill a Mocking Bird, 

Macbeth, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Wiz, The Women, The Colored 

Museum, For Colored Girls Who have Considered Suicide when the Rainbow is Enuf, and many more. She has also 

assisted direction in numerous productions. As a writer, Erica has written screenplays, stage plays and poetry. 

With a history of over 30 years of national acclaim, the Pinellas County Center for the Arts at Gibbs High School 

employed its first African American performance arts teacher, Ms. Erica C. Sutherlin.  Another historical milestone, 

since its beginnings in 1925 St. Petersburg City Theatre employed its first African American director in 2013, Ms. Erica C. 

Sutherlin. Ms. Sutherlin has been teaching- acting, writing, directing (stage/film) for the last 10 years throughout the 

United States and abroad. For the past 2 years, she has worked as a consultant for arts education infusion programs and 

curricula. She has been recognized with the NHS Noble Educator of Distinction Award and featured in the Tampa Bay 

Times newspaper, St. Petersburg Times newspaper, The Weekly Challenger newspaper, St. Louis American newspaper, 

Flipside magazine, The Riverfront Times magazine, KDHX Radio, dhTV, and the St. Louis Post Dispatch newspaper for 

her performances, writings and directing projects. 

As an emerging filmmaker and producer, Erica has directed her first feature film, Stratosphere; 1st assistant directed in 

Los Angeles, California, directed short films and assistant produced film and pilots in St. Louis, Illinois and the Tampa Bay 

area. She currently works as a director for Victor Young Productions developing and producing multi-cultural 

programming and film. 

As an actress she has held leading roles and created notable characters in numerous productions including, Steel 

Magnolias, Doubt, For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf, The Last Days of Judas 

Iscariot, Soothsayin’, A Stylin’ Julius Caesar, Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse (Metro, Macbeth (The Black Repertory Theater 

Company and many more.  

As a poet, her more recent compilation of work performed was An Evening With…Erica C. Sutherlin, exploring love, 

desire and self worth.  She has presented at Harris Stowe State University (St. Louis), The Urban League Vaughn Cultural 

Center (St. Louis), Agape International Spiritual Center (Los Angeles), The Royal Theater (St. Petersburg), Black on Black 

Rhyme (Tampa) and The Carter G. Woodson African American Museum (St. Petersburg) just to name a few.   

 


